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Line Dance
Lessons

Wednesday-Line Dance Lessons at 7:00 with Gail
McKenna
Friday - Line Dance Lessons at 7:00 with Gail
McKenna
Cat Country Dance Party Night Every Friday
Saturday - Line Dance Lessons at 7:00 with Gail
McKenna

Thu

Fri

Line Dance
Lessons
Cat Country
Dance Party
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Club Hours
Wednesday 7 PM - 1 AM
Friday 7 PM - 1 AM
Saturday 7PM - 1 AM

Wednesdays, Fridays
& Saturdays
Gail McKenna

telling me about several of
them while we were doing the
renegade. Now as you know,
Gary and Sandy are friends to the renegade is a partner
all creatures great and small dance where you switch partners often. Not much time to
tell a story but she did it. “My
cousin found some baby rabbits. They're 3 inches long now
and doing well,” she said.
I asked them how they met
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Cranston, RI
(401) 463-3080
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Saturdays
Free Line Dance Lessons
with Gail McKenna
7 - 8 PM

This newsletter can be
viewed on line at
www.mikeponte.com/mardigras
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Gary & Sandy Andrews
I have known Gary and Sandy
for several years now and have
found them to be very caring
and sociable people. They
seem to always find the time
to say hi and tell me a little
bit of what is going on in their
lives.
Sandy is a software engineer
for Gtech, Gary is a foreman
at a tree farm. They grew up
in the same area of Rhode Island and have known each
other for quite a while. Sandy
tells me, “if anyone had a
question on caring for an injured bird, Gary was the guy
to call.” Sandy also seems to
be an expert on nursing animals so they can be returned
to the wild. From the photos
she’s shown me, it seems like
her whole family is involved
with this. At the club, Sandy
always has a story about a
needy animal that she is caring for. Some are babies which
have lost their mothers while
others are sick or injured.
I can still remember Sandy

Sandy with baby squirrel
and started dating. One of
Sandy’s cousins was getting
married. She were planning on
having country line dancing at
the reception. Sandy did not
know how to do any line dancing. She decided to call on
Gary’s sister to help give her
cousin and friends a crash
course before the wedding.
She soon found that Gary also
knew some steps and he offered to help out with the
teaching (good move Gary!).
Sandy found that she enjoyed

Nitro

Fall
2002

the country music and dancing and has become very good
at it. I am often amazed when
she dances with our two step
instructor, Joe Mecera and he
leads her into numerous spins.
She does it with perfect balance as he spins her like a
top.
Gary and Sandy have just finished building a beautiful
home in West Greenwich.
When the contractor started
digging the foundation they
found a ledge just under the
top grade. The ledge had to
be blasted to complete the
project. Sandy tells me they
let her push the plunger when
they had it all set up. Check
out the photo on page 4 to see
the results, the next big
project will be a large barn for
Sandy’s horse, Nitro.
Sandy was also very happy to
have met Tracy Byrd, one of
her favorite country artists.
Thanks Gary and Sandy for
letting us get to know you better.
Mike Ponte

Sandy with Tracy Byrd

On The Road Agian

Since my last article, Wes
and I have been back on the
road to New York, Baltimore
and Stamford, Conneticut for
some great dance events.
This past March we went to
New York for the "Big Apple
Country Dance Festival." It
was kind of unnerving to be
so close to the city after the
events of September 11. In
fact, from the hotel you could
see the white lights where the
twin towers used to be and
that sight really drove home
our nation's loss and more importantly, our resilience. Even
the Saturday night dinner
show included incredibly moving tributes to the victims of
September 11. Following
these tributes, the dinner
show blew us away with fabulous dancers including showstopping synchronized dance
teams. The entire event was
terrific and there were lots of
people we knew from around
this area which made it even
better. It's really a great
group of people who go to
these events who warmly welcome newcomers to the
dance community.
Shortly after that trip, Wes and
I packed up and headed to
Baltimore for the "Chesapeake Country Dance

Jubillee." Although there were
fewer people from around here,
what we didn't have in numbers
we sure made up for with
FUN..... FUN.... FUN! We
were happily surprised to see
Lindsay, a former Mardi Gras
regular who recently moved to
Baltimore. She's doing great
and is very happy there- we
had a lot of laughs. Wes, I and
the people we went with, including our instructors John
and Dee Soares, danced until
after 2am both nights without
even realizing it was that late.
Getting up to compete early
Saturday after having about 4
hours sleep was a little challenging but we still did well.

Then a couple of weeks ago
we went back to Stamford,
Conneticut for the "Northeast
Dance Festival." Lots of our
friends from Mardi Gras were
there. Since this is our local
event, it is, in my opinion, always the best. They also had
an amazing dinner show
which showcased a famous
dance couple who have performed on Broadway - unbelievable! - that's all I can say.
There were also world champion line dancers in the show
along with many other types
of fabulous and entertaining
dancers.

to an event or two before then,
but that's the big one we have
planned for right now.
Every so often I reflect on what
drew me to dancing and what
keeps me so interested.

LIBERTY'S TEARS
News
From
Nashville

BY: Maria Travis
Do you remember how the twin towers stood so tall
How you felt when they started to fall
Do you remember staring at the tv set
Praying for those whom you've never met
How life was before this hell
The life before the towers fell

Hey Y'all...
Here are a couple of pics
from Fanfair..One is of the gorgeous Lee Ann Womack and
me - whew! Is it getting hot in
here?!

When I do I always come to
realize that I get so much from
my dancing besides the ability to move around the floor.
Every event I go to, I meet
more wonderful people. We
share our stories, dance,
laugh, get nervous together,
cheer each other on and have
fun all the while. We learn from
each other in a fun, warm atmosphere about dancing,
about relationships, about
winning, losing and trying to
keep a good attitude and all
that good stuff. So again, as I
said in my last article, I highly
recommend this hobby to anyone and everyone.
Kerrin Pollock

And here's one of Trace
Adkins;he's a big guy, ain't
he? And he's down to earth;
just one of us...except, of
course, he's famous and we're
not yet! hehe.

I have never seen the Statue of Liberty cry
But there was a tear below her eye
They said 132,000 people
attended Fanfair this year,and
the lines for just about everything would attest to
that.Overall, though, it was
more organized than last
year.The nightly concerts were
amazing..So much talent in
one place! This Nashvillian will
definitely be attending next
year...Hope to see some of
You here in Nashville sometime; I'm at the Wildhorse
Saloon most every weekend
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday
nights.
Still Dancin in Nashville,
Harry Pratt

The terror on her face when she saw the plane
And felt the heat from the flame
And as we raised our eyes to heaven
Not even the Statue of Liberty would forget
September 11
Do you remember how we all held hands
As we tried to cope and understand
Do you remember those on the ground
And all of those who were never found
How the towers crumbled to the people standing there
The towers fell and we could only stare
Cast away all your fears
As Liberty sheds her tears
Let us stand together hand and hand
As we fight for our land

www.crazyclem.com
Chris Whitten invites
you to visit this new
web site

Structural / Mechanical
Termite - FHA - VA Certified
203 (K) Consultant

Next Wes and I are getting
ready to go back on the road
for the "Worlds" event which
will be held in Nashville in December. That promises to be
spectacular. We'll probably go
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Alto Building Inspections
Principal Inspector
R.J. Marchand
Tel : (401) 823-1391
Fax : (401) 823-9163
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Beeper: (401) 954-3811

